
Lead Pastor Search
Hope Kingsburg Church

Kingsburg, California, United States

Denomination: Mennonite Brethren
Church Size: 100
Job Type: Full-Time
https://www.hopekingsburg.org/
Average Weekend Attendance: 90-100
 
About Kingsburg
Kingsburg is located within California’s central San Joaquin Valley, the world’s most productive 
agricultural region, about 30 miles south of Fresno. Centrally located, Kingsburg is only a little more than 
two hours away from the beautiful California coast and one and half hours away from the world-famous 
Sequoia National Park within the Sierra Nevada Mountains. A small town boasting traditional values, the 
12,000 plus residents take pride in their Swedish architectural features and enjoy the annual Swedish 
Festival and parade. The downtown boutique shopping and restaurants draw tourists and shoppers from 
throughout the region. Kingsburg residents (roughly 50% Anglo and 50% Latino) enjoy the year round 
sunshine, extremely mild winters, and yet very affordable family-oriented community.

The Hope Kingsburg Church facility is strategically located in a middle-class neighborhood, directly 
across the street from a large junior high school. Ministry opportunities abound with a large low-income 
apartment complex only ¼ mile away. The 16,000 square foot facility, sitting on 5 acres (with a 
sanctuary that seats 250 worshippers) is completely paid off. The church offers a large community 
garden and outdoor basketball court to the local community. Hope Kingsburg runs a local pre-school and 
day care, Happy Days, and shares its facility with a Spanish-speaking congregation, Iglesia Agua Viva.
  
About Hope Kingsburg Church
Hope Kingsburg – A Mennonite Brethren Church is a warm, family-oriented congregation of about 100 
people. The 58-year old congregation is a blend of old and young, with age-appropriate ministries as 
well as a strong emphasis on intergenerational relationships. Care ministries are a strong emphasis, 
providing support for the church family in times of need and reaching out to support people in the larger 
community. Sunday services reflect the intergenerational character of the congregation with elements 
of both traditional and contemporary expressions of worship, and very active adult Sunday school 
classes. Annual spring carnivals and picnics, summer camping trips, and the bi-annual Bethlehem 
Experience (a walk-through tour of the night of Jesus’ birth; attended by 1000 community guests) are 
consistently popular events. The church is seeking a new Lead Pastor, as its previous pastor transitioned 
to a role in denominational leadership.

Mission Statement: We gather as followers of Jesus Christ to share the hope of what God has done, 
what he is doing, and what he is yet to do.
Vision Statement: To be known in the Kingsburg community as a place of hope, with enduring faith and 
a love that transforms lives.
Theme Verse: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
 
We are committed to, and a part of, the Mennonite Brethren Church: https://usmb.org/beliefs/. 
 



Church Leadership and Membership
Church staffing includes a full-time lead pastor with part-time staff in care ministry, youth, and music. 
The congregation is led by a team of Elders who work closely with the pastor in visioning and spiritual 
care of the congregation. A church council, which includes the chairs of the various ministry teams 
(Stewardship, Worship, Outreach and Discipleship), gives leadership to the programs of the church. 
Currently, Hope Kingsburg averages between 90-100 people at the 9:00am Sunday worship service and 
has an official membership of 120 people.
 
Lead Pastor Overview
The Lead Pastor is the spiritual leader of the church. He will be a highly relational bridge-builder, who is 
committed to scripture and spiritual growth, who can form connections with people of all ages, and who 
can wisely grow the church while respecting the heritage of long-term members. 
 
Lead Pastor Key Responsibilities
Disciple the Church: Regularly preaching the Word, administer the Lord’s Supper and other ceremonies 
(baptism, marriage, burial, etc.), provide pastoral care, and pray for the congregation.
Equip the Church: Help cast vision, prepare people for involvement in evangelism and outreach both 
locally and globally, and participate as an ex officio member of the church ministry teams.
Represent the Church: Be involved in the larger community of Kingsburg, relationally and with other 
local organizations and ministries, and be committed to the larger Mennonite Brethren family of 
churches.
 
Minimum Qualifications
Bachelor’s degree and 5+ years pastoral experience. Must be a relational consensus builder, who enjoys 
living within and being highly involved with, a local small-town community. Either currently 
licensed/ordained within the Mennonite Brethren Church or able to qualify for licensure/ordination.
 
Preferred Qualifications
Master’s degree from an evangelical seminary.
 
To Apply
Send the following to Dr. Brian Ross, Associate Professor of Pastoral Ministries at the Fresno Pacific 
Biblical Seminary, (pastor-search@hopekingsburg.org):

 Cover letter and Resume
 2 preaching examples (video or audio)
 Family Photo 

 
Timeline and Next Steps
Applications will be reviewed as they are received. Qualified candidates will be contacted for further 
discussion. No phone calls please as it will slow down the hiring process.


